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For better and for worse, Azar, the illusionist, was a genius.
He designed a trick that was the height of intellectual
obfuscation. He called it "The Void".

The main act had two components, the mystery box and
nine swords. Azar would enter the box. His assistant, Nasir,
would then pierce the box with nine swords. The swords
and box were designed so that when inserted at the correct
angles into the left side and out the right side, they would leave
Azar unscathed. Oh, he would make an act of being in
pain, but when the swords were removed, he would step
out unharmed.
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Not content to stop there, Azar had
layers of cloaking to his simple trick. The
holes on each side were assigned code words,
further obfuscated by being written as
clues. Each sword was adorned with gems,
some of which were engraved with letters.

"Minor augmentations can have a great impact; they can create new ideas — new meanings,’ Azar told Nasir before their first
performance. "But it is in these new meanings we can find common ground that connects us across the void. Do you understand?”
Nasir nodded, however, he did not truly understand. But as they say, “the show must go on.”

Azar has managed to draw a larger crowd today, but at great cost. To his audience he has put on a great show of pain, but it is
not a performance. As Nasir is placing the final sword in, Azar really hopes that neither side of the blade was sharpened.
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