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Welcome to The Cruciverba Ristorante! This is the story of a team of four Puzzled Pint-ers who decided to go out for an evening
of the finest Italian cuisine in town...along with a little puzzling. There will be wine, salad, pasta and pizza — with puzzling
developments along the way, to be sure!

Chef Alfa Betalli makes his gastronomic creations with all the traditions of the old country! Every region of Italy may use many
of the same ingredients in their dishes, but Betalli knows they put them together very differently to create unique flavors.
If you can see the logic in these “ingredients,” you can find the word that will unlock the next location.
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To start the evening, the waiter pulls out an extensive wine list. The Cruciverba Ristorante acquires its wines exclusively from
13 wineries in the Tuscan region of Italy, marked on the map. Will the map point the way to

the answer to an important question?
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the letters within
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spell the answer.

How does Abercrombie, a dedicated Puzzled
Pint-er, solve puzzles with so many great
Italian vintages to distract him?
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Word] salad

The leader of the Puzzled Pint team, Abercrombie, talked about the house salad he had enjoyed last time he was at the
restaurant. But, when his salad came, although it seemed to contain the same elements, each ingredient had been changed
slightly and then tossed, resulting in a salad that did not match the one he was served last time. See below the salad from
Abercrombie’s last meal (left) and the new salad (right). The ingredients are each represented by a picture on the left, but
you’ll have to figure out how to use the pictures on the right.
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2 X\ 70N Abercrombie’s disappointment in his salad boiled over a bit even though the two salads
i el |10 were so similar. What did he and the chef exchange before resolving the situation?
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When it came time for the pasta course, The five meatballs must be Before serving, Chef Alfa Betalli adds his final
Chef Betalli had something unique for his positioned in the correct locations. touch, five generously- portioned meatballs.
Puzzled Pint guests. It was “puzzlitini,” a Where each meatball goes is up to you, but their
concoction of pastas all wound together contents are needed to solve the

in a plate, curling and meandering tangled pasta puzzle.

up, down or sideways A
(never diagonally.)

But, none shared the ‘

M-A R
same “ingredients.”
The pasta was served
with a choice of
sauces — marinara,
cream sauce and one
other. What will
happen after these
diners have their fill?
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Pastas in puzzlitini:
CARAMELLE
FARFALLE

FUSILLI

GARGANELLI
GEMELLI

LINGUINE
MANICOTTI
ORECCHIETTE

ORZO

PENNE

RAVIOLI

RIGATONI -9 R~
ROTELLE
ROTINI

SPAGHETTI When the diners pointed out that they had been promised a choice between three different sauces
TORTELLINI but only two were served, what did the waiter say excitedly to reassure them?
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It was finally time for the pizza course! The team realized they may have been overly enthusiastic in ordering 13 pizzas, but they

looked so good they couldn’t resist. That may seem like a waste, but you must understand the situation from their point of view.

After all 13 pizzas had been sampled, the diners were full and it was rather late, so they signaled the waiter to bring the bill.
“Signaled” is a hint that the semaphore code will be used. “From their point of view” hints you

must rotate the puzzle to see the signals from each character’s position.
1. The four diners took turns serving themselves one or more slices of a

® Pepperoni pepperoni. Then they each took mushroom and then bacon. During each
: round, Abercrombie served himself first, always followed by Bruno,
(®Mushroom Abercrombie Christoph and then Dora, in rotation. Everyone took their slices from a single

pizza and no person took slices from a pizza that already had slices missing.

& Bacon

Collect the letters in
the order in which
the pizzas were
sampled and
decode each

semaphore
from the POV

2. After each person sampled all three types of pizza, they found there
was one pepperoni pizza untouched. Abercrombie took two slices
from it and decided he was full.

3. Being a rather linear person, Abercrombie ate exclusively
from four of the five pizzas in a straight line reaching from
his side of the table to the other.

4. Dora’s slices of pepperoni came from the pizza right
in front of her. She also ate two slices of mushroom
from a pizza that was closer to Bruno’s side of the
table than hers.

5. Christoph ate from one of the two mushroom
pizzas farthest from his reach.

6. When finished, Abercrombie and Christoph
realized they had eaten the exact same
amount, more than Dora or Bruno. And,
Dora saw she had consumed twice as many
slices as Bruno.

It’s helpful to figure out how many slices each person ate

This is based on how many are missing and this clue.
how the table
looked AFTER

everyone finished

i Christogh T[H|IR[E|E|-[F|O|U|R|T|E|E|N

After stuffing themselves, at what late but highly
appropriate hour did the four finally leave the restaurant?

(The value of pi)
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The fou.r diners found they had taken something special from each course of the meal, fragments of a wonderful evening.
But, all good things come to an end. Dinner was done, so what next? The four Puzzled Pint-ers took advice from the waiter and
spoke up to order one more indulgence that would make the evening complete.

WIEIEIAT BIEEAD IUMETIMES SITS IN [TEEM IN RESTAURANTS B|A[S [K|E|T|S’

IN HIS THEORIES, DARFTIN ESITABLISHED A LINK FEITEEN THESE  [FoToTaTe :
ARCTIC QUKDRIPEDS AND THEIR FOREST-DWELLING ANCESTORS L1 1] EIEIZIRIE]

A SEFETE] FWILL OPEN UP IF YOU HAVE ONE  [C[OVE[1 [NIA[T[1 [0
KNIGHTS MAY ERICET] SHORIDE] DURING THESE  [B[PE[[S]

GRAFTE] EIEIIMPING [IE] STILL SOMETIMES USED 0] MAKE FEEM  [WII[N[Z[S]
EEITEETH [COE] IN FRONT OF THEM  [MIO[ETATR]S

YOU MAY SEE BUMPS AND SPIKES ON [TI=]IS TYPE OF Coulr[t] | V|O|L|L|E]Y]B|A|L]L
THE GREAT SEA [RIEEE[E] IS S[EEN NEAR THIS ISLAND NATION  [FTI[J]!

Fill in all the words (or fragments of words) from the answers to the four previous puzzles to complete these clues. The numbered
letters in your answers on the right can be transferred to the bottom to complete the Meta Puzzle solution.

After a dinner like this, you really need to...

E(S|P|R[E|S|S|O|Y|O|U(R|S|E|L|F

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

©2025 CC BY-NC-SA Intl. 4.0 Brad Fuller (St. Louis, MO, United States of America)



Y —
Fae T
.:;-: '3.
% B

Alfa Betalli is preparing a final surprise for this four Puzzled Pint diners, a dessert selection featuring cannoli and amaretti
cookies that he wants placed on the serving platter in a very specific way. His staff has learned that he is very black and white
about how things must be served. It is either right or it is wrong and he needs a team he can count on to get it right!

Only one arrangement follows the chef’s direction ,
without using more than the total number of cannoli (13) CHEF ALFA BETALLI'S PRECISE, DETAILED DIRECTIONS:

sl cookdea (L) speciiiced. | placed 2 amaretti cookies and 1 cannoli on this
serving platter. Your job is to place the rest...
12 more cannoll @ ...15 more cookies. (-

After you place all the dessrts, | will artfully add 3 mint leaf garnishes in
the first COLUMN and 3 in the last COLUMN. Of course, none of them
will be in adjacent spaces and each ROW should contain only 1.

! Our guests love cannoli, so | want exactly 3 cannoli in adjacent spots in ]

ROW 1. And 5 cannoli in adjacent spots in COLUMN E. Holy cannoli!

But, ROW 2 should contain only 2 cannoli and they
should not be in adjacent spaces. This is also true for
ROWS 5 and 6...and COLUMNS C and D.

) ROW 3 should contain 4 amaretti cookies...no more, no less.
Numbers (rows) and letters columns} have been added to DO n—Ot’ | repeat’ dO n—Ot pm any Canno" in COLUMN AI g

help you understand the Chef’s directions. Exactly ha]f Of the Spaces |n COLU MN B

N . . should contain cannoli, but only 2 of the
Thinking of each cannoli as a numeral one and each cookie as li will be in adi t

a zero, each row of sweets becomes a letter in binary code that cannoli will b€ In adjacent Spaces.
makes up the answer: GRAZIE.
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Can you help the poor pastry chef put the right dessert items in the right places on the platter?
And what is the real meaning of the chef’s final course for these diners? (It can be summed up in one word.)
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